THE
MUHAMMADANS  IN   INDIA
CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTION (BEFORE 1001 A.D.)
L MUHAMMAD AND THE MUHAMMADANS.
MUHAMMAD was born in A.D. 569, and before his death
in 632 he had conquered Arabia and made it the home
of the faith of Islam, the profession of which is the one
and only qualification of a Muhammadan, with whom reli-
gion comes before, and above, all national or geographical
distinctions, overruling and overriding every other con-
sideration, and ignoring all the divisions that birth, acci-
dent, ignorance, or civilization has imposed upon the
peoples of the world. In 630 the homeless and friendless
fugitive from Mecca, of eightyears before, had declared war
against the Roman Emperor Heraclius, and the successors
of Muhammad had within one hundred years of his death
defeated the feeble descendant of Chosroes on the fatal
field of Cadesia, founded the city of Bussora, which still
owns the allegiance of the Caliph at Constantinople, and
packed the famous city of Ctesiphon, built out of the ruins
Of Babylon, one solitary arch of which, looking over the
hgris, reminds the traveller of to-day of a far-off Mnham-
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